
IN the city, it’s easy to be disconnected from many 
agricultural processes that contribute to one’s survival. 
Our awareness of this grew until it drove us to find a 
rental property with a decent-sized backyard where we 
could try ‘back-to-basics’ living in an urban environment. 
In the six months that have followed, we have begun 
experimenting in regards to where our food comes from, 
which was previously an utter mystery. 
This includes keeping chickens and ducks, making our 
own soil and compost, vegetable crops and various 
ferments. Probably the most mysterious thing we’ve 
embarked upon, however, is beekeeping.
Beekeeping in the city seems to be a rising trend, which 
is great because thanks to large-scale farming practices 
involving monocrops and pesticides and the spread of 
hive diseases, the bee population needs our help. 
The irony is humans need their help even more, and 
although figures differ, we know bees pollinate a major 
portion of our food crops, and no other creature on Earth 
is capable of making that liquid gold – honey. My advice 
to someone wanting to start with their own bees is to find 
a beekeeping mentor you can learn the basics from. 

On the whole, beekeepers are an exceptionally friendly 
bunch who are often happy to assist keen amateurs in 
establishing their own hive. Our mentor was astoundingly 
generous, giving us our starter box, tools such as a 
smoker, teaching and helping us to wire the frames that 
fill the box, and last but not least, splitting his hive to give 
us bees, too! Our bees are European honeybees, which 
are probably the most commonly kept. 
There are many other kinds including lots of native 
species, which we hope to have further down the track. 
Our hive follows the common ‘Langstroth’ model, but 
there are other kinds such as ‘top-bar’ and ‘Warré’ that 
are worth investigating.
To the keen and clueless beginner, beekeeping’s a 
potentially expensive hobby. Had we not spoken to an 
experienced beekeeper, we may have splashed out on 
expensive protective suits rather than spend $3 on a 
paint suit that does the same trick, or bought a $13 hive 
brush when a dustpan brush can suffice. Knowing how to 
wire up your own frames is fun and saves you a few bob, 
too. Even with everything bought new, establishing a new 
hive will cost you a maximum $250 including bees.

Learning as we go has been fun and at times hilariously 
challenging. The day Lachy and I took our box of bees 
home, we were very excited. We taped up the hive and 
put it in the car, drove it home and carried the box to its 
chosen north-facing location (which is preferable, but not 
essential) in our backyard. In all our excitement, we tore 
off the tape around the hive entrance without wearing 
any of our protective gear, having to then make a mad 
dash away from the hive of agitated bees who were 
pouring out thick and fast.
We set our hive up in early April on the fringes of winter, 
which is late and not ideal, so it will be about six months 
by the time we first harvest honey. Set up in the warmer 
months of spring and summer, and you might wait just 
three months. We’ve had fellow amateur beekeepers 
report their first year’s harvests amounting to a whopping 
160kg, so we have great expectations.
There’s many a use for that golden by-product, too. 
Next issue, I’ll be writing about our experimentation in 
home-brews, including how to make mead, an ancient 
form of alcohol made by fermenting honey with water – 
yet another perk of having bees in your backyard.
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